Open Forum: 
 Please complete form before 6:55PM if you wish to speak on a particular subject.  (Citizens limited to 3 minutes each.)
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF EAST TAWAKONI, TEXAS

TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2016 @ 7:00pm

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL ON TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2016 @ 7:00PM IN THE CIVIC CENTER OF EAST TAWAKONI, AT WHICH MEETING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS OF BUSINESS WILL BE CONSIDERED, TO-WIT:

The City Council of the East Tawakoni reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time to discuss any of the matters listed below, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations Regarding Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations Regarding Prospective Gifts), 551.074(Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations Regarding Security Devices) and 551.087 (Economic Development). 
MINUTES
 Mayor Johnnie LaPrade called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.



            The City Secretary called the roll and all were present.
            The Mayor led the Pledge to US & TX flags.  




Gary Reeves gave the Invocation.
The Consent Items were considered to be self-explanatory.  Pam Patterson made 
the motion to approve minutes of Regular CC Meeting of June 21, 2016; 
and approve bills for June 2016. Chris Roberts seconded.  A vote was taken.  All
were in favor. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS: 
The Council discussed the painting of the exterior of City Hall and the Police 

Dept.  There was discussion with the Mayor noting that the judge had donated

His judge’s allowance for the year to City Hall where the money would come 
from, for the project. David Evans spoke to someone at Sherwin Williams 
and they had told him that you could paint one, but if you did you would wind up

having to paint every ten years because it wouldn’t adhere as good as the baked 

on paint that is already on it. Pam said she had spoken to Kevin Douglas and that 
he would power wash both buildings for $450.00.  The  City Secretary 

spoke up for the girls in the office, that they were also wanting to buy plants and 

benches, and Johnnie added that an awning was needed for the side door on City

Hall.  David made a motion to not paint the building, but to go ahead and use the 

funds that have come in so far, which is 1500.00 and buy the things mentioned,

and spend the rest later in the year. James seconded. A vote was taken. All were

in favor. Motion carried.

             New Business:
            The Council discussed the vacation/rentals going on in the City, that the City

Had sent letters out to two people to cease and desist from renting out their homes for week-end renters. James Lee spoke about the meeting the Planning

And Zoning had to address the problem. He said in his findings #1, that they saw nothing that would prevent the home owners from renting their homes on the weekends, that there was no wording about vacation rentals. #2. They would recommend the council look into creating an ordinance to regulate or to prevent future home owners from renting on a vacation basis.  #3. They also recommend that the letters sent to the two citizens concerning their vacation rental properties be rescinded, and #4.  The Council require that all vacation rental property owners register with the city to insure Hotel/Motel tax is paid. All the committee was in favor of presenting this to the City Council for approval.
Bill Roberts informed the Council that he had read the ordinance and that to have weekend rentals in single family dwellings, it was his legal opinion that you must first have a public hearing for all interested parties, then get a special permit to continue.  He said that he helped draft the letters that went out, and in his opinion the letters shouldn’t be rescinded.
James Lee stated that at least six families were already doing it in the City, and that Council should say no, or regulate it in some way. He felt the ordinance didn’t say ‘no vacation rentals’ so there wasn’t enough to tell Mr. Seale that he couldn’t do it.

Johnnie read the wording that showed an ‘S’ beside boarding house, rooming house, bed and breakfast inns, which stands for if doing this one would need a specific use permit, and that that was covered under 70.116 for Issuance, on how to obtain one.  Mr. Seale had not done that.  He was told at City Hall that he couldn’t do it, and they told him they would get the paperwork together for him, but he never came back to get it.  

Pam told him that she had gone to Patsy Marshall, because she was around when it was written, and she trusted her opinion.  Patsy showed her the wording that was now in the Council books, and that it was illegal what they were doing, that it had to be a hearing, then P&Z would get involved, and bring their findings to Council to see if they would authorize a Specific Permit for the rentals.
Bill Roberts spoke on the fact that the other man that received a letter had quit doing it, he again said that he had met in a code enforcement meeting and gave his opinion to send the letters out with the police chief’s signature. He was accused of being involved because it was personal to him since he lived next door to one of the rentals.  He said that it scared his wife when they’d walk across the yard or beat on the windows.
Gary Reeves said it’s wrong when the person that’s renting it out don’t live here and different people come in every weekend, that owner don’t know what goes on. The ordinance says it’s a single family dwelling, and they’ve already broke the law; and that the citizens in the area should have a say.

Robin McPeters spoke up for it, and so did one of the newest citizens in the City, Mr. Espinoza.  Johnnie said she had received emails of people running across their yards, and loud parties.  Ron Burns talked about when he first moved out here some were doing that and they would leave their animals there and trash up the property.

David Evans said that he didn’t see anything wrong with it, and that the Council was being wrong by keeping this man from making money. He made a motion to table it till the next meeting and give Council a chance to decide what to do.
James Lee said he would like for the letters to be rescinded.   He then read the letter and said there was no ordinance listed that was being violated.  The man had already taken reservations for the next month, but if the letters weren’t rescinded then he could still be in trouble. 

David amended his motion to add ‘rescind the letters’.  Johnnie said the letters would stand and it could continue till the council decided what to do. There was more discussion. James seconded. A vote was taken.  Two for, three opposed. Motion failed.

James wanted to know what he could tell the man in question, that he had thought it was okay because the ordinance didn’t say ‘vacation rentals’.  Pam said there was enough wording in the ordinance to make it illegal.  

David made a motion to table for 30 days and not rescind the letters, and allow this man to continue for that time until the Council could come up with a plan. James seconded.  A vote was taken.  Two for, three opposed.  Motion failed.
Pam Patterson left the meeting in tears, but not before resigning her position, because of comments that were said.

Chris Roberts made a motion that the whole thing be tabled for 30 days.  Gary Reeves seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Ben Hart gave the Water Report.  (See attached)

Chief Rick South gave the Police Report. (See attached)

Johnnie gave the Fire Dept Report, because Joe Bill had left. (See attached.

Gary said there was no EDC report, but that he hated that Z’s Catfish had closed only a week after the Grand Opening. Someone said there was already something else there.

H.L. Thomas gave the Parks Dept Report. He addressed Ron Burns’s concerns on his email. He said that he had already taken care of  a lot of things, but that he could always use some help, and if anyone wanted the job they could have it. One of the main concerns was the sign that said ‘Boats Only – No Swimming’. That people from Rockwell and Rowlett were seen using the park, and that it was supposed to be for Whispering Oaks residents only. 
Ron Burns stood and explained where he was coming from, that all the complaints listed weren’t just from him, but other residents in the area.  He also said he was taken lightly at the city hall when he asked why no swimming was allowed, that his grandkids had always got in the water there. He was told the City could be sued if kids drowned there without supervision.  

Some complained of no trash receptacles there. The reason was that people fill them up with fish guts, along with their own trash, etc.  

Planning and Zoning had already given their report at the front of the meeting.

Open Forum – None.

Citizens Comments and announcements – There was a request from the Seymour’s on Old Mill Lane that there be a ‘Children at Play’ sign by their house.

Council Comments:  Johnnie said there would be a public hearing next Tuesday, July 26, at 5pm to discuss the grant for a Multi- Use Facility Bldg.  She said we need volunteers to go out and get income info for the grant for ‘low to moderate income’ for those served. 
She announced that Jeannie was resigning as City Secretary, and that Aug 31 would be her last day.  She then introduced the girl, Elinka Harper that would take her place.

James asked Johnnie if she would talk to Pam.  Bill Roberts called for mutual respect on the City Council.  David said he would apologize for his remarks. Ron Burns called for more volunteers to help in the park.

David asked if we were ready to adjourn.  The Mayor said she had something else, and began talk about her time as Mayor, and then began to read her resignation from her I-pad. 

James explained a comment he had made at an earlier meeting and apologized to the Mayor for it.  He also offered to resign if the Mayor would stay. David said what he says is true and that we need to keep the Mayor if she’ll stay.  Bill Roberts ask her to please finish out her term.  
James asked if she’d stay at least 30 days.  Johnnie said she would give it thought, and if her decision was to resign, she would give a written resignation at the next meeting. She also explained how two people could resign without having to have an election.

David made a motion to adjourn. Chris seconded. A vote was taken. All were in favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:59pm.

APPROVE:





ATTEST:
JOHNNIE LAPRADE, MAYOR



JEANNIE SMITH, CITY SECRETARY

CERTIFICATE

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the preceding Notice of the Regular Meeting, City Council of East Tawakoni with scheduled Agenda is a true and correct copy of said notice; and that same Notice and Agenda was posted July 15, 2016 @ 8am in the glass notice case outside of City Hall which is convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of meeting.

                                                                           _____________________________JEANNIE SMITH, CITY SECRETARY
