Open Forum: 
 Please complete form before 6:55PM if you wish to speak on a particular subject.  
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF EAST TAWAKONI, TEXAS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th, 2016 @ 7:00pm

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST TAWAKONI CITY COUNCIL ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th, 2016 @ 7:00PM IN THE CIVIC CENTER OF EAST TAWAKONI, AT WHICH MEETING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS OF BUSINESS WILL BE CONSIDERED, TO-WIT:

The City Council of the East Tawakoni reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time to discuss any of the matters listed below, as authorized by Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), 551.072 (Deliberations Regarding Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations Regarding Prospective Gifts), 551.074(Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations Regarding Security Devices) and 551.087 (Economic Development). 
MINUTES
Mayor Johnnie LaPrade called the meeting to order at 7:01pm.

The City Secretary called the roll and all were present except Pam Patterson.

The Mayor led the Pledge to the US and Texas Flags.

Gary Reeves gave the Invocation.


OLD BUSINESS:  

In regards to Weekend/Vacation Rentals, the Mayor stated her opinion and gave figures on amounts that would be brought in to the City if they were allowed based on the rumors of how many homes were in the area. She stated we need more retail business to bring money into the City.  Nine citizens signed up to speak on Weekend/Vacation Rentals and gave their opinions and arguments for and against the Weekend/Vacation Rentals.  After all were heard, Mayor LaPrade turned it over to the Council for discussion.  James Lee first stated after being on the Council for three years, that in the last six weeks is the first time he had seen the citizens of City show up for the Council Meetings in the amount they have and he hopes that this would continue to be involved in what is going on with their City.  Gary Reeves stated that the problem he has with these homes is that they are in violation of the City Code.  James Lee stated our ordinances do not address Weekend/Vacation Homes and we would need to approve them or vote it down.  We cannot leave it as it is.  Chris Roberts made a motion to draft an Ordinance to eliminates and does away with all Specific Use Permits.  Gary Reeves seconded the motion.  A vote was taken. James Lee voted yes.  Gary Reeves voted yes.  Chris Roberts voted yes.  David Evans voted no.  Motion carried.

The Consent items were considered to be self-explanatory.  James Lee made the motion to approve minutes of the Regular CC Meeting of August 16, 2016, approve the bills for the Month of August, and approve the minutes for the Special Meeting of August 23, 2016.  Gary Reeves seconded.  A vote was taken.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Council reviewed the Proposed 2017 budget by ordinance of $1,452,855.00.  Gary Reeves made the motion to approve.  James Lee seconded.  All approved. Motion carried.
Council discussed to allow or not allow discounts for property taxes. James Lee made a motion to approve to allow discounts.  Chris Roberts seconded.  All approved.  Motion carried.
Council reviewed the 2016 total tax revenues by Ordinance with using the rate of 0.590300/$100.  Gary Reeves made the motion to approve.  Chris Roberts seconded.  All approved.  Motion carried.
James Lee stated he spoke to four Cities in the area concerning how they handle their building inspections.  Quinlan is the only City that uses a private company to handle their inspections.  The other Cities in the area use Mike Williams for their inspections.  His recommendation is for the Mayor to meet with Mike Williams and make the decisions on what inspections we would like for him to complete with us, place him on a monthly retainer, and pay him an agreed amount for the inspections.

Discussion concerning placement fences in easements that are breaking water lines.  It was stated that the last water line that was broken was only eighteen inches deep and not the required two feet for location of lines.  Mayor LaPrade stated that the City does not have the funds to replace the water lines and the City would have to look into finding Grants to be able to fund replacement of these the water lines. 
Ben Hart gave the Water Report. (see attached).

Chief Rick South gave the Police Report. (see attached).

Joe Bill Jones gave the Fire Department Report. (see attached).

Loretta Lee stated there was nothing to report for Economic Development Corp.

H.L. Thomas stated there was nothing to report for the Parks Department.
Julie Evans stated that the Spirit of East Tawakoni is still needing recipes for the Cookbook they are publishing.  They need the recipes turned in no later than September 30th.  The Spirit of East Tawakoni is also planning their Halloween Carnival and submitting an entry for “Bras for the Cause” to raise money for Breast Cancer Research.  

Donald Grimes stated he lives on Wright Way and had come into last Council Meeting and complained they had a water leak at the street on his property that needed to be repaired.  He wanted to commend the excellent job the water department did on handling this and taking care of the leak.  He stated that he works in the Dallas area and has seen lots of repair work in that area and these guys did an excellent and professional job in this repair and wanted to make sure everyone there knew it.
James Lee made the motion to adjourn.  Gary Reeves seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 8:25pm.

APPROVE:





ATTEST:
JOHNNIE LAPRADE, MAYOR



ELINKA M. HARPER, CITY SECRETARY

CERTIFICATE

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the preceding Notice of the Regular Meeting, City Council of East Tawakoni with scheduled Agenda is a true and correct copy of said notice; and that same Notice and Agenda was posted September 16th, 2016  @ 8am in the glass notice case outside of City Hall which is convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of meeting.

                                                                           __________________________ELINKA M. HARPER, CITY SECRETARY
