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ANIMALS*
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Sec. 14-2. Molesting or releasing animals.
Sec. 14-3. Animal quarantine.
Sec. 14-4. Nuisances.
Secs. 14-5-14-40. Resewed.

Articlell. Enforcement
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Sec. L4-42. Complaint.
Sec. l4-43. Warrants.
Secs. 14-44-14-60. Reserved.

Article III. Dogs and Cats
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Sec. 14-62. Running at large.
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Secs. 14-64-14-80. Reserved.

Division 2. License and Rabies Control

Sec. 14-81. Animal vaccination and registration.
Sec. 14-82. Issuance of license.
Sec. 14-83. Validity; certificate, tag.
Sec. 14-84. Collar and tags.
Secs. 14-85-14-100. Resewed.

Division 3. Impoundment

Sec. 14-101. Impoundmentpolicies.
Sec. 14-102. Resuming possession.
Sec. 14-103. Euthanizationauthorized.
Sec. 14-104. Collection of impoundment fees.
Secs. 14-105-14-120. Reserved.

Division 4. Dangerous Dog

Sec. 14-121. Definitions.
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Sec. 14-151. Keeping prohibited.
Sec. 14-152. Raising or keeping poultry.

*Cross reference-Environment, ch. 30.
State law reference-Health and safety of animals, V.T.C.A., Hea-lth and Safety Code g 821.001 et seq.
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 14-1. ill treatment, abandonment pro-
hibited.

(a) It is unlawful to cruelly treat animals as
prohibited in V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code

s 821.023.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to
abandon or dump any animal within the city
limits. All animals which are abandoned shall be
considered surrendered to animal control for im-
poundment or disposal under the provisions of
this chapter.
(Code 1987, $$ 4.I2,4.40)

Sec. 14-2. Molesting or releasing animals.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to in any
manner, tease, annoy, disturb, molest or irritate
any animal that is confined to the owner's pre-
mises.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, except
the owner of a pet animal or his authorized agent,
to willfully open any door or gate on any private
or public premises for the purpose of enticing or
enabling any animal to leave such private or
public premises.
(Code 1987, $ 4.50)

Sec. 14-3. Animal quarantine.

(a) The animal control officer shall have the
authority to order the quarantine of animals
responsible for bite incidents, or suspected of
having any disease considered to be a hazard to
the human population or other animals.

(b) Every animal that bites a human, or at-
tacks another animal in an unnatural manner, or
has rabies or any other disease, or is under
suspicion of having rabies or any other disease,
shall be immediately confi.ned by the owner, who
shall promptiy notify the animal control officer or
the city police department of the place where such
animal is confined and the reason for confine-
ment. The owner shall not permit such animal to
come in contact with any other person or animal.
The owner shall surrender possession of such
animal to the animal control officer or city police
on demand for supervised quarantine. Supervised

$ 14-41

quarantine shall be at the impoundment facility,
a veterinary hospital, or by any other method of
adequate confinement.
(Code 1987, S 4.8)

Sec. 14-4. Nuisances.

The following shall be considered a public nui-
sance and shall be unlawful:

(1) The keeping of any dog or cat which, by
causing frequent or long-continued bark-
ing or noise, shall disturb any person of
ordinary sensibilities in the vicinity.

Q) The keeping of any animal in such a
manner as to endanger the public health;
to annoy neighbors by the accumulation
of animal wastes which cause foul and
offensive odors, or are considered to be a
hazard to any other animal or human
being, or by continued presence of an
animal on the premises of another.

(3) All animal pens or enclosures in which
any animal may be kept or confined which
from use have become offensive to a per-
son of ordinary sensibilities.

(Code 1987, $$ 4.9,4.IL)

Secs. 14-5-14-40. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. ENFORCEMEN1

See. 14-41. Responsibility.

(a) Enforcement shall be the responsibility of
the animal control officer or the police depart-
ment. The animal control ofticer or a city police
officer shall have the authority to issue citations
for any violations of this chapter. If the person
cited is not present, the animal control offrcer or a
city police offrcer may send the citation to the
alleged defendant by registered or certifred mail.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to
interfere with any animal control officer or police
officer in the performance of his duties.
(Code 1987, I 4.2)
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Sec. 14-82. Issuance of license.

All licenses and registration shall be issued by
the city or persons authorized to act in behalfof
the city upon payment of a license fee in the
amount on file and presentation of a properly
completed application for license and a certificate
from a licensed veterinarian showing that the dog
or cat has been vaccinated for rabies, including
the date of such vaccination. Application for a
license shall be upon printed forms furnished by
the city for such purpose and shall require the
name, address and phone number of the owner,
and the narne, breed and sex ofthe dog or cat. If
an owner does not obtain a license for a dog or cat
within 30 days from expiration of the date of a
license or when otherwise required to be licensed,
a penalty of $10.00 will be assessed in addition to
the licensing fees.
(Code 1987, $ 4.4)

Sec. 14-83. Validity; certificate, tag.

(a) A license under this division shall be valid
for a period ofone year from the date ofissuance.
The initial license obtained under this section
shall be valid until the expiration of oneyear from
the date of vaccination.

(b) Upon sempliance by the owner of a dog or
cat with the registration and licensing require-
ments of this division, such owner shall be issued
a license certificate and metallic tag for each dog
or cat licensed.
(Code 1987, S 4.4)

Sec. 14-84. Collar and tags.

(a) The owner of a dog or cat shall provide and
place on such dog or cat a collar or harness to
which the license tag and vaccine tag required by
this division shall be affixed. The owner shall see
that the collar and tags are at all times worn by
the dog or cat.

(b) In case a dog's or cat's tag is lost or de-
stroyed, a duplicate will be issued bythe city upon
presentation of the receipt showing the payment
of the license fee for the current time, presenta-
tion of a certfficate showing that the dog or cat
has been vaccinated within one year and the
pa5rment of a fee on file for such duplicate.

$ 14-102

(c) Dog or cat tags shall not be transferable
from one dog or cat to another, and no refund
shall be made on any license fee because of the
death of a dog or cat or the owner's leaving the
city before the expiration ofthe license period.
(Code 1987, $ 4.5)

Secs. l4-8S-f4-100. Reserved.

DTYISION 3. IMPOUNDMENT*

Sec. 14-101. Impoundment policies.

A dog or cat may be impounded for the follow-
ing reasons:

(1) Dog or cat does not exhibit evidence of
being vaccinated and registered as de-
scribed in section 14-81.

(2) A dog or cat has a contagious disease or is
infected or kept under conditions which
could endanger ttre public or animal health.

(3) A dog or cat is creating a nuisance.

(4) A dog is running at large, as prohibited in
section L4-62.

(5) A dog or cat is being treated in a manner
determined by the animal control officer
to be cruel or inhumane.

(6) A dog or cat has bitten a human being or
needs to be placed under observation for
rabies determination as determined by
the animal control officer.

(7) A dog or cat in violation of any provision of
this article.

(Code 1987, $ 4.6(A))

Sec. L4-102. Resuming possession.

(a) Reasonable effort shall be made by the
animal control officer to contact the owner of any
dog or cat impounded; however, final responsibil-
ity for the location ofthe dog or cat is that ofthe
orvner. The city is held harmless for any actions
taken by the city or by the animal control officer
in the disposition of any animal that is picked up
in violation ofthis article or any ofits regulations.

+State law reference-Impoundment of dogs and cats,
V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code $ 826.033.

ANIMALS

CD14:5



$ 14-102 EAST TA\ryAKONI CODE 'l

(b) The owner can resume possession of any
impounded dog or cat upon payrnent of impound-
ment fees, handling fees and any veterinarian
bills incurred by the animal control officer for the
welfare of the dog or cat, and upon compliance
with vaccination provisions of this chapter. The
owner is responsible for any and all expenses
incurred.

(c) Ifany dog or cat is being held under quar-
antine or observation for rabies, the owner shall
not be entitled to possession until it has been
released from quarantine by the animal control
officer.

(d) The owner shall pay all expenses of im-
poundment and care.

(e) Any dog or cat not reclaimed by the owner
may be humanely euthanized after being im-
pounded five days.

(0 Any impounded dog or cat may be given up
to adoption after the fifth day, except those dogs
or cats under quarantine.
(Code 1987, S 4.6(B)-(H))

Sec. 14-103. Euthanization authorized.

(a) Any owner who no longer wishes responsi-
bility for his dog or cat or believes the dog or cat to
be in an ill or injured condition may sign a written
waiver supplied by the animal control officer
allowing the animal to be immediately euthanized
in an humane manner, provided that no dog or cat
that has bitten a human being shall be euthanized
before expiration ofthe quarantine period.

(b) Any impounded dog or cat that appears to
be suffering from extreme injury or illness may be
euthanized.
(Code 1987, S 4.6(I), (J))

Sec. 14-104. Collection of impoundment fees.

Once an animal is transported to the desig-
nated shelter, the impoundment fees are set and
collected by that facility and subject to change as
management of that facility determines. All charges
incurred are the responsibility of the owner of the
animal.
(Code 1987, $ 4.7(Bt\

Secs. 14-105-14-120. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. DANGEROUS DOG*

Sec. 14-121. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when
used in this division, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Animal control authority means the animal
control offrcer with authority over the area in
which the dog is kept.

Dangerous dog means a dog that:
(1) Makes an unprovoked attack on a person

that causes bodily injury and occurs in a
place other than an enclosure in which
the dog was being kept and that was
reasonably certain to prevent the dog from
leaving the enelosure on its own; or

(2) Commits unprovoked acts in a place other
than an enclosure in which the dog was
being kept and that was reasonably cer-
tain to prevent the dog from leaving the
enclosure on its own and those acts cause
a person to reasonably believe that the
dog will attack and cause bodily injury to
that person.

Secure enclosure means a fenced area or struc-
ture that is:

(1) Locked by a number 3 Master Lock or
similar.

(2) Capable of preventing the entry of the
general public, including children.

(3) Capable of preventing the escape or re-
lease ofa dog.

(4) "Dangerous Dog" clearly marked in block
characters ofnot less than three inches in
height and is of a color that contrasts with
the background. The sign must be of plas-
tic or metal origin and continuously visi-
ble and posted on ail four sides of the
enclosure.

*Cross reference-Environment, ch. 30.
State law reference-Dangerous dogs, V.T.C.A., Health

and Safety Code $ 822.041 et seq.
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(5) Is constructed with a concrete slab no less
than four inches in thickness, with dimen-
sions no less than six feet by eight feet
and six feet high, with four sides and a
roofconstructed ofchain link. Corner posts
shall be embedded in concrete slab. The
sides shall be anchored to concrete every
six inches and the roof anchored to the
sides every six inches.

(6) Is maintained in accordance with section
r4-4.

(Ord. of 3-21-2000, $ 4.14)
Cross reference-Definitions generally, $ 1-2.
State law referrence-Definitions, including authority

delegated to local arrimal control authority, V.T.C.A., Health
and Safety Code $ 828.041.

Sec. 14-122. Adoption of state law.

The provisions of V.T.C.A., Health and Safety
Code g 822.04I et seq. regarding dangerous dogs
is adopted by reference and will be enforced in the
city.
(Ord. of 3-2L-200O, $ 4.14)

Secs. 14-123-14-150. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. LTVESTOCK AND EARM
ANII{ALS

See. 14-151. Keeping prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or
maintain horses, cattle, sheep, pigs or goats on
any place or property within the corporate limits
ofthe city.
(Code 1987, $ 4.20)

Sec. 14-152. Raising or keeping poultry.
It shall be unlawful for any person to raise,

keep or maintain chickens, turkeys or other do-
mestic fowl within the corporate limits of the city
within any confi.ned area or building, any part of
which is within 600 feet of any residence or
business house.
(Code 1987, $ 4.30)

$ 14-152
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