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*Cross references-Animals, ch. 14; dangerous dog, $ 14-121 et seq.; buildings and construction, ch. 18; fire prevention code

for keeping hazardous buildings, $ 34-93; manufactured homes ard parks, ch. 42; subdivisions, ch. 54; utilities, ch. 66; zoning, ch.
70.

State law references-Nuisances in or near home rrle municipalities, VT.C.A., Local Government Code 5 2L7.0a2; common
and public nuisances, V.T.C.A., Civil Practice arrd Remedies Code $ 125.001 et seq.; protection of public health, VT.C.A., Heaith and
Safety Code $ 122.006; minimum standards of sanitation and health protection measures, V.T.C.A., Heaith and Safety Code
g 341.001 et seq.; local regulation of sanitation, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code $ 342.001 et seq.; Texas LitterAbatementAct,
VT.C.A., Heaith and Safety Code $ 365.001 et seq.; pesticide regulation, V.T.C.A., Agriculture Code $ 76.001 et seq.; noxious weed

controi districts, VT.C.A., Agriculture Code $ 78.001 et seq.
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Secs. 30-1-30-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. GRASS AND WEEDS

Sec. 30-31. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when
used in this article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Premises means any lot or tract of land located
within the city, whether there are any improve-
ments located on the premises or not.
(Code 1987, $ 9.20)

Cross reference-Defrnitions generally, $ 1-2.

Sec. 30-32. Required mowing and trimming.

It shall be unlawful for any person, owner,
tenant or agent of any premises to permit grass or
weeds to grow upon any premises to a gte'ater
height than 12 inches; and if such growth is
permitted, it shall be deemed a nuisance and
dangerous to public health and calculated to
increase the fire hazards of the citv.
(Code 1987, $ 9.21)

Sec. 30-33. City responsibility.

Upon finding lots or premises with grass or
weeds 12 inches in height or over, the city shall
notify the owners as provided in section 30-34.
(Code 1987, $ 9.22)

Sec. 30-34. Notice of abatement.

(a) The notice required in section 30-33 must
be given:

(1) Personally to the owner in writing;

(2) By letter addressed to the owner at the
owner's address as recorded in the ap-
praisal district records of the appraisal
district in which the property is located;
or

(3) Ifpersonal service cannot be obtained:

a. By publication at least once;
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b. By posting the notice on or near the
front door of each building on the
property to which the violation re-
lates; or

c. By posting the notice on a piacard
attached to a stake driven into the
ground on the property to which rhe
violation relates ifthe properlv con-
tains no buildings.

(b) If the city mails a notice to a propern
owner in accordance with subsection (a) of this
section and the United States Postal Sen'ice
returns the notice as refused or unclaimed. the
validity of the notice is not affected; and the notice
is considered as delivered.

(c) In a notice provided under this section. the
city may inform the owner by regular mail and a
posting on the property that if the owner commits
another violation of the same kind or nature that
poses a danger to the public health and safe[i on
or before the first anniversar5r of the date of the
notice, the city without further notice may correct
the violation at the owner's expense and assess
the expense against the property. If a violation
covered by a notice under this subsection occurs
within the one-year period, and the city has nor
been informed in writing by the owner of an
ownership change, the city without notice ma-"-
take any action permitted by section 30-35 and
assess its expenses as provided by section 30-36.

State law reference-Similar provisions, YT.C.A., Healtir
and Safety Code g 342.006(bHd).

Sec. 30-35. Failure of owner to comply; work
or improvements by city.

If the owner of property does not comply with
the notice or requirement under this article within
seven days of notice of a violation, the city may:

(1) Do the work or make the improvements
required; and

(2) Pay for the work done or improvements
made and charge the expenses to the
owner of the property.

(Code 1987, $ 9.23)
State law reference-Similar provisions, VT.C.A., Health

and Safety Code $ 342.006(a).
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$ 30-36

Sec. 30-36. Assessment of expenses; lien.

(a) The city council may assess expenses in-
curred under section 30-35 against the real estate
on which the work is done or improvements made.

(b) To obtain a lien against the property, the
mayor, city health authority, or city official desig-
nated by the mayor must file a statement of
expenses with the county clerk. The lien state-
ment must state the name of the owner, if known,
and the legal description ofthe property. The lien
attaches upon the fiIing of the lien statement with
the county c1erk.

(c) The lien obtained by the city council is
security for the expenditures made and interest
accruing at the rate of ten percent on the amount
due from the date of pa;.rnent by the city.

(d) The lien is inferior only to:

(1) Tax liens; and

Q) Liens for street improvements.

(e) The city council may bring a suit for fore-
closure in the name of the city to recover the
expenditures and interest due.

(fl The statement of expenses or a certified
copy of the statement is prima facie proof of the
expenses incurred by the city in doing the work or
making the improvements.

(g) The remedy provided by this section is in
addition to the remedy provided by section 1-14.

(h) The city council may foreclose a lien on
property under this article in a proceeding relat-
ing to the property brought under V.T.C.A., Tax
Code $ 33.91 et seq.
(Code 1987, $S 9.24,9.25)

State law reference--Similar provisions, V.T.C.A., Health
and Safety Code $ 342.007.

Secs. 3O-37-30-70. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. LITTER*

Sec. 30-71. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when
used in this article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Authorized receptacle means a litter, storage or
collection receptacle and shall be a waterproof
type receptacle of a solid and durable grade of
metal of not less than ten-gallon or more than
30-gallon capacity, with a tightfitting lid or cover,

handles sufficiently strong for workers to empty
conveniently, and shall not have anybhing inside
preventing the free discharge ofcontents.

Garbage means putrescible animal and vegeta-
ble wastes resulting from the handling, prepar-
ing, cooking and consumption of food.

Litter means garbage, refuse, rubbish and all
other waste material which, if thrown or depos-

ited, .tends to create a danger to public safety,
health and welfare.

Park ri;reans a park, reservation, playground,
beach, recreation center, or any other public area
in the city owned or used by the city and devoted
to active or passive recreation.

Priuate premises means any dwelling, house,
building or other structure, designated or used
either wholly or partly for private residential
purposes, whether inhabited or temporarily or
continuously uninhabited or vacant, and shall
include any yard, ground, walk, driveway, porch,

steps, vestibule, or mailbox belonging or appurte-
nant to such dwelling, house, building or other
structure.

Public place means any and al1 streets, side-
walks, boulevards, alleys or other public ways
and any and all public parks, squares, grounds
and buildings.

Refuse means any putrescible solid waste, ex-

cept body waste, including garbage, rubbish, ashes,

street cleanings, dead animals, abandoned auto-
mobiles, and solid market and industrial waste.

*State law reference-Litter control. V.T.C.A.. Health
and Safety Code $ 365.001 et seq.
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Rubbish means nonputrescible soiid waste con-
taining both combustible and noncombustible
waste, such as paper, wrappings, cigarettes, card-
board, tin cans, yard clippings, leaves, wood,
glass, bedding, crockery and similar materials.

Vehicle means every device in, upon or by
which any person or property is or may be trans-
ported or drawn upon a highway, including the
rights as used exclusively, stationary railways or
tracks.
(Code 1987, $ 9.40)

Cross reference-Definitions generally, $ 1-2.

Sec. 30-72. Depositing litter upon streets.

No person shall throw or deposit litter in or
upon any street, sidewalk or other public place
within the city except in public receptacles or in
authorized private receptacles. Persons placing
litter in public or private receptacles shall do so in
a manner so as to prevent it from being carried or
deposited by the elements upon any street, side-
walk or other public place, or upon private prop-
erty.
(Code 1987, $ 9.41)

Sec. 30-73. Depositing litter upon
property.

private

No person shall throw or deposit litter upon
any occupied or unoccupied private property within
the city, whether owned by such person or not. No
owner or person in control of private property
may maintain authorized private receptacles for
collection of litter in such a manner that such
litter will be prevented from being carried or
deposited by the elements upon any street, side-
walk or other public places or upon any private
property.
(Code 1987, $ 9.42)

Sec. 30-74. Throwing litter from vehicles.

No person while a driver or a passenger in a
vehicle shall throw or deposit litter upon the
street or any public place within the city or upon
private properby.
(Code 1987, $ 9.43)

Cross reference-Tlaffic and vehicles, ch. 62.
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